DemocRAcY.NET.PH

Statement on CICC demand that Reddit and
Discord establish PH presence within 24 hours

Last Friday, another school shooting occurred. Today, the government
piled onto that tragedy by demanding that Reddit and Discord
establish a Philippine presence within 24 hours or face access blocks.

The demand is absurdly impossible to meet given the arduous
process it takes to establish an office in the Philippines.

The CICC, a unit under the DICT, has no mandate to ban social media
platforms. Under our democratic system, only courts can restrict
freedoms. The direction that CICC is taking is heading towards the
Great Firewall of China model.

In these trying times, the Philippine government must stop its
performative theater and turn to rights-bound, legal solutions that will
truly address these problems.
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