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Child safety should never be used as a justification for violating basic 
human rights, nor as a shield for ignorance of the law.

The Constitution and jurisprudence are clear on when the freedoms of 
information and of speech may be restrained: when there is a clear 
and present danger, not just a suspicion of one.

The platforms that the DICT and the CICC are targeting are not the 
cause of Nihilistic Violent Extremism (NVE), though these have been 
used to reach our children and mislead them.

But the policies MUST have data behind them: how many children are 
victimized, were the platforms the only cause? What about the need 
for parental supervision, tighter gun control, better government 
policies that allow parents time to supervise their children?

Where is the “whole-of-society” approach that is the government’s 
favorite catchphrase?



Beyond the lack of data to back up these DICT and CICC actions that 
target specific platforms one by one, we question the mandate of 
these executive agencies to restrict basic freedoms that Filipinos have 
enjoyed since the lifting of Marcos Sr.’s martial law.

This discussion - on whether or not platforms should be banned,  how, 
or why - belongs to the courts and the Legislative. The decision to go 
back to the silence of the garrisons should be made by the 
representatives of the people, or the courts to which our Constitution 
has given the right to restrict our basic freedoms.

We reiterate: the DICT, as an executive agency, has no right to 
threaten platforms and then to ban them, for refusing to negotiate with 
them. 

Today it is the platforms, to protect the children. Who will be silenced 
tomorrow, to protect someone else?

No one is safe when protecting a segment of the population requires 
violating the human rights of everyone.

###

Reference:

DICT and CICC Press Conference on Discord and Online Child Safety
https://www.facebook.com/CICCgovph/videos/949270491008509
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