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Democracy.Net.PH statement on
the arbitrary blocking and unblocking
of online platforms without the clothing
of due process of law or basis in law

The mandate of the CICC is set by Republic Act No. 10175, the
Cybercrime Prevention Act, as circumscribed by the Supreme Court in
Disini vs. Secretary of Justice (G.R. No. 203335, February 11, 2014),
and as amended by Republic Act No. 10844, the DICT Act. At no time
has the CICC been granted the legal mandate to block online content
nor online platforms that are not considered OSAEC (banned by
Republic Act No. 11930) without due process of law.

Neither is the DICT granted this legal mandate in its charter Republic
Act No. 10844.

Not only are the DICT and the CICC acting contemptuously against
the Supreme Court's decision, the DICT and the CICC are delegating
the act of content blocking and platform blocking to the NTC, the
regulator that has the power to issue regulatory instructions over data
transmission industry participants (DTIPs), the collective term for
telcos and ISPs providing data transmission services as defined in the
Konektadong Pinoy law (Republic Act No. 12234), without possessing



a court order ordering such content blocking and platform blocking.
We cannot fault DTIPs for following the instructions of the regulator,
but we do fault the NTC for issuing NTC-CICC-2026-09-001 without
the benefit of an order from a competent court issued for the purpose.

We call on the DICT, the CICC, and the NTC to cease the blocking of
online content and online platforms that are not considered OSAEC
(banned by Republic Act No. 11930) without due process of law. The
Philippines and its citizens are still supposed to be subject to the Bill
of Rights, and our rights offline are our rights online.
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Democracy.Net.PH participated in the Disini vs. SOJ arguments
against the onerous provisions of RA 10175 as an affiliate of the
Philippine Internet Freedom Alliance, as well as in the discussions in
the legislature resulting to RA 10844, RA 11930, and RA 12234.
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